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KINGS PARK FESTIVAL 2012 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Environment) [12.09 pm]: I am pleased to report the 
success of the 2012 Kings Park Festival, which ran from 1 September to 7 October. More than half a million 
people visited Kings Park during the festival, including many families with young children, retirees, young 
adults, schoolchildren and tourists. Visitors to the Western Australian Botanic Garden and other areas of Kings 
Park were treated to spectacular displays of native wildflowers, placing Western Australia’s unique flora on 
centre stage for both local and international visitors. 

Extremely positive feedback has been received by the park in relation to the high quality of both the garden 
displays and the event program. The festival offered more than 100 free events, appealing to a range of interests 
and ages, making it a true community event. Popular events included free live music each Sunday and across the 
September long weekend; the return of the park’s much-loved Adorable Florable characters with a new theatre 
show for children; guided walks; adult workshops; science seminars; art events; a large native plant sale; and 
school and family events. 

One of the objectives of the Kings Park Festival is to encourage participation by groups such as the elderly, 
people from different cultural backgrounds and people with disabilities. This was achieved in 2012 through 
targeted promotions, improved accessibility and appropriate resources for people with special needs. 

The festival relies heavily on the support of its sponsors and volunteers. Funding from major festival partner 
Santos played a critical role in presenting the live music program, theatre and other family events. Lotterywest 
and West Australian Newspapers also provided valuable support to ensure wide community awareness, 
participation and accessibility. An army of 200 volunteers was also instrumental in the festival’s success, 
providing guided walks, gardening advice and all manner of logistical support. The festival provided excellent 
opportunities for the community to appreciate our natural landscape and to learn about conservation in an 
everyday way. 

The Kings Park Festival is complementary to our state government aim for sustainable environmental 
conservation and better public awareness of the remarkable biodiversity of this state. 

I take this opportunity to congratulate the Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority and festival supporters for 
delivering another successful Kings Park Festival. Preparations are already underway to celebrate the fiftieth 
anniversary of the festival in 2013. 
 


	KINGS PARK FESTIVAL 2012
	Statement by Minister for Environment


